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Minutes of an Ordinary Meeting of 
 

 

Held at 7 pm on Tuesday 16
th
 March 2021, 

as a ‘virtual’ meeting using teleconferencing facilities  

 
Present: Cllrs Roy Adams, Cliff Brett, Simon Cherrill, Rob Gifford (Chair), June Payne, Pete Thornburgh,  
 Keith Tilley (arrived 19.05), Tom Welch (8 members), Lynne Compton, Clerk to the Council (TC) and  
 Karen Hiser (DTC) 
Absent: Cllr Bianca Bendig-Ceesay (see also Min 21/30 Apologies for Absence), Councillor Bartlett 
In attendance: Cllr Jennifer Wilson-Marklew (MKC SSTC Ward Councillor). 
 
The Chair, Cllr Rob Gifford welcomed everyone to the formally scheduled final meeting of this Council, 
(originally elected for 4 years and then extended to 5 years due to cancellation of the Elections during 
the Covid-9 pandemic) and informed those present that three Members would not be standing for 
Election (including the Chair).  Cllr Gifford thanked Members and staff for all their strong support and 
hard work during the last four years and beyond and said that it was a great honour to Chair this Council 
for the majority of the 21 years he had been on the Council. 
 
21/027  QUESTIONS AND CONTRIBUTIONS FROM THE PUBLIC:  
 There was one Member of the public, MKC SSTC Ward Councillor, Cllr Jennifer Wilson-Marklew 

who said she would ensure that in future an MKC Ward Member would come to every meeting. 
  
21/028 DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST IN RESPECT OF RELEVANT ITEMS OF BUSINESS ON THE AGENDA: 

Council NOTED the following 
 Cllr Adams declaration of a non-pecuniary interest in respect of the Galley Hill Residents’ 

Association Grant application (Min 21/042) as Treasurer of the Association. 
 Cllr Gifford’s declaration of a pecuniary interest in respect of 5-7 Church Street Hire Charges (Min 

21/035 F011) as co-curator of StonyWords, a voluntary organisation which regularly books the 
venue and would stand to benefit from any reduction in fees. 

  
21/029 REQUESTS FOR DISPENSATION 
 There were none. 
 
21/030 APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE 
 Council RESOLVED to approve apologies received from Cllr Bendig-Ceesay. 
 
21/031 MINUTES OF THE MEETINGS HELD ON TUESDAY 19th JANUARY and WEDNESDAY 3RD MARCH 

2021:  
 Council RESOLVED to approve the minutes as accurate records of the meetings.  The minutes 

would be subsequently signed by the Chair.  Action: TC to organise. 
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21/032 CLERK’S REPORT 

Council NOTED the report, including the continuation of work to make documents fully accessible.  
There followed an update (RA) on the recent issue with Fullers Slade residents receiving large bills 
for roofing works. 
 

19:12 The Chair suspended Standing Orders to receive representation from the Public: 
MKC SSTC Ward Councillor Jennifer Wilson-Marklew clarified that MKC has a contract with Mears 
and cannot procure outside that contract to reduce the cost of the roofing. 
 

21/033 Floral Features 2021:  
Council NOTED that the TC had highlighted a possible risk (together with several alternative 
solutions) that the previous watering contractor (AB Gardening Services) might be unable to fulfil 
the contract this year.  Council AGREED that the TC should seek alternative local solutions, if 
practical and viable and report to the April Finance & HR Committee meeting.  Action: TC to 
organise alternative back-up solution. 
 

21/034 MKC High Street Covid-19 Measures:  
Council NOTED the update from the TC and AGREED that the representatives at the meeting with 
MKC Highways and the Business Assoc. should be the TC and the Chair (as previously).  Action: TC 
and Chair to attend meeting and report back to Council 
 

21/035  Fullers Slade Renewal Forum:  
 Council NOTED (RG) that the Group had elected officers who are meeting with MKC to agree 

Terms of Reference.  The Chair, who had attended the meeting (together with FS Ward 
Councillors) reported that the Council would be asked to elect one representative and that the 
time to do this would be at the Annual Meeting of Town Council in May by the newly elected 
Town Council.  Action: TC to add to the Representation on External Bodies document 

 

Council RESOLVED to approve the following Decisions taken under delegated powers: 
 

21/036 Training Budget:  
Leadership in Action Training for TC (approved by HR Panel): £75 

21/037 Salaries Budget: 
 Payment of 1 week’s holiday (8 hours) owed to EPO plus readjustment of working from home 

allowance for EPO. 
 

Cllr Gifford withdrew from the meeting and handed over to Cllr Tilley (Vice-Chair) to Chair the meeting 
(due to a declared interest) and Cllr Adams to go through the recommendations, summarised below: 

  
21/038 Finance and Human Resources Committee 

Council NOTED the draft minutes of the meeting held on 16th February 2021 and RESOLVED to 
approve the following recommendations:  

 
6.1.1 Transfer of £25,000 from the Lloyds Deposit Account to the SSTC Treasurers Account to ensure the account stays in 

credit. 

6.1.2 Relocation of Dog bin (due to complaints from residents) from outside the parade of shops to the crossroads.  Cost: £70 
from 331 Litter Bin EMR. 

6.1.3 SLCC Membership – Increased due to variation in hours from 30 to 37, increase to Point 43 and additional £55 for 
Principal Membership (note Principal Membership was agreed after budget setting): Cost for 1st March 2021 to 27th 
February 2022 = £401.  Current spend is £1413.97, Expecting Living Wage Subs £60 - Budget £1,600.  Forecast Total 
(possibly this year only if revert to 37 hours) - £1,874.97 difference of £274.97 from General Reserve. 
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6.4.1  F092/20 High Street Improvements: Response from Jacobs 04/02/21:  Following a vote, Committee unanimously 
AGREED, to ensure the Design Brief meets outcome expectations, to RECOMMEND to Full Council, an additional 
£1,500 (Civic Initiatives Budget) should be spent on the project providing visualisations.  Total Project Cost: £7,600. 

6.5 New Earmarked Reserve: In the light of the decision by the MKC Arts Officer that the St Mary Magdalene Tower 
Improvement project would not be eligible for S.106 Art Funds, Committee AGREED to RECOMMEND to Full Council the 
RFO suggestion that, ‘any funds remaining in the Civic Initiatives budget at the end of the Financial Year (31st March), 
should be placed in a ‘General Projects’ Earmarked Reserve’. The priority would be utilising these funds towards the St 
Mary Magdalene Tower improvement project (when relevant permission was received from Historic England).  

F008/21 REVIEW OF SCHEME OF INTERNAL AUDIT:  
 

Committee AGREED to recommend to the Council that the current procedures provided an effective solution to meet 
the Council’s needs.   

F009/21 RISK ASSESSMENT & MANAGEMENT PLAN 2021/22:  

 

Committee reviewed the draft risk assessment and RESOLVED to recommend it to the Council for adoption with the 
following amendments:    

Internet Banking: 1. to put as a separate risk  2. Add: to ensure the Internet Banking devices are returned by 
signatories when they leave the Council.  

F011/21 HIRE CHARGES 5-7 CHURCH STREET:   
Committee considered the report.  The following motion (RA/KT) was then discussed ‘Reduce the volunteer 
organisation charges to £12.50 per hour for voluntary groups in advance of opting to tax the building (meaning the 
Council will have to charge VAT).’  Following a vote (which Cllr Gifford did not participate in) the Committee 
unanimously RESOLVED to RECOMMEND the motion to Full Council.  Committee AGREED to retain the other charges 
(click here for current charges) without change.   

F012/21 S.106 WORKING GROUP: 

 

Following discussion, Committee NOTED the report and that the Working Group meeting had been held.  It was also 
NOTED that any organisation could put in an application for the S106 monies.   

12.1 

Committee AGREED to RECOMMEND to Council, when appropriate i.e., following further scoping work, support should 
be given to both projects:  
1.    Appointing an artist (following a design tender) for a Project linking the Library with the community working with 
local schools.  
2.    Council to write a letter of support with the Fullers Slade Residents Association for their application to MKC for a 
feasibility study into a large public art project in a yet to be identified location on Fullers Slade. 

F017/21 SSTC LANDSCAPING CONTRACT 
 

Committee NOTED the report and RESOLVED to RECOMMEND the following to March Full Council: 
 

17.1     Approval of the recommendation to approve the TC’s use of Delegated Powers, in an emergency, to award the 
contract to Millstream (rather than Serco), for 2 years (1st April 2021-31st March 2023) made by the TC in liaison with 
the SSTC Chair and Chair of Finance due to a misunderstanding by Serco.  

 
17.2     Suspension of Financial Regulation 4 and delegate the TC to negotiate any variations to the contract e.g. 
additional cuts, up to £1,746, the difference between the annual MKC Landscape grant (£55,246) and the annual 
Millstream Contract costs (£53,500). 

 
17.3     Approval Landscape EMR spend of £4569.14 due to non-receipt of invoice (or subsequent payment) in 2019/20 
which was not picked up by Serco in its own reconciliations. 

 
 
21/039 Planning Committee  

Council NOTED the minutes of 26th January 2021 and draft minutes of 23rd February 2021. 
21/040 Projects Committee 

Council NOTED the minutes of 2nd February 2021, draft minutes of 2nd March 2021 and 
RESOLVED to approve the following recommendations: 
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J24/21 8.1 NEW DOG BIN AT HORSEFAIR GREEN: The Committee RECOMMENDS the installation of an additional dog bin on 
Horsefair Green to be located alongside the footpath adjacent to the war memorial gate. Total cost: purchase and 
installation of 40 litre bin: £187. Twice weekly emptying at £3.50 per week x 52: £182. 

J26/21  9. WILDFLOWER PLANTING IN SELECTED PUBLIC GRASS AREAS IN STONY STRATFORD: The Committee CONSIDERED the 
three planting area options and AGREED to RECOMMEND Option 1: Full coverage of the two grass triangles at High Street 
(Northern end), and London Road (Southern end) and two strips next to the H1 Ridgeway alongside Tudor Gardens 
(West) and Fullers Slade (East). Costs: seed purchase and installation: £1,255. Additional maintenance costs: £0, this is 
because, 1. The difference in maintenance costs per area of wildflower planting and per area of grass are negligable; 2. 
SSiB have agreed to maintain the triangle at the High Street (Northern End). 

J44/21 9. ADDRESSING DOG MESS AT BENNET CLOSE PARK PLAY PARK 
Committee NOTED the report and RECOMMEND to Full Council Option 2: the installation of an MKC sign instructing dog 
walkers to take dog litter away at a cost of c£100. 

J45/21 ADDRESSING DOG MESS AT SPIDER PARK, FULLERS SLADE 
Committee NOTED Cllr B-C’s report that dog mess is also an issue at Spider Park despite the presence of a Town Council 
dog bin. Committee RECOMMEND to Full Council the installation of an MKC sign instructing dog walkers to take dog litter 
away at a cost of c£100. Committee RECOMMEND the installation of the two signs at Bennet Close play park and Spider 
Park to be considered a trial to assess the effectiveness of such signs in the parish.  

J47/21 ANNUAL COMMUNITY AWARD NOMINATION  
Committee AGREED to the four nominations and RECOMMEND to Full Council that Nomination No 4 be awarded the 
Annual Community Award for 2020.  

21/038 Property Development Committee 
Council NOTED the draft minutes of 9th March 2021 RESOLVED to approve the following 
recommendation:  

PD008/21 Remedial Lift Repairs  
 Committee AGREED to recommend the remedial lift repairs should be done at an appropriate time during the 

refurbishment by the existing Lift contractor, Chiltern Lifts, subject to checking 1. with Chiltern Lifts if the circuitry was 
self-contained and 2. With Parsons (M&E consultants) to check there would be no issues with any new circuitry in the 
refurbishment: 

 
21/041 5-7 Church Street Working Group 

Council received and NOTED an update from the meeting held on Weds 10th March 2021 and 
RESOLVED to write to the Director of Children’s Services to confirm the details of the work that 
we are undertaking for MKC and to remind them of their commitments. Action: TC  
 

21/042 FORWARD PLANNING FOR INCREASED FOOTFALL TO STONY DURING THE FORTHCOMING 
HOLIDAYS:  
Council CONSIDERED the outline plan of measures, AGREED with the TC that the immediacy of the 
holidays required action on some items and RESOLVED to make the following decisions: 
 
1. AGREED a sum of up to £3000 towards the measures outlined. 
2. APPROVED the appointment of a Litter Enforcement Officer together with appropriate 

publicity of appointment on SSTC Social Media platforms, for a 3-month trial period in time for 
the Easter Break (April, May and June) at a total cost of £396.  Action: TC to organise 
appointment and contract 

3. APPROVED purchase of Litter Pickers and Associated Equipment (cost approx.£175).  NOTE: Cllr 
Adams kindly offered to pass on details to the DTC of a company that provided Litter Pickers 
and hoops (which hold bags open) to the DTC. – Action: DTC to organise purchase from local 
supplier if possible. 

4. AGREED that a priority list of items be considered by Projects Committee to spend the 
remainder of the allocated £3,000 (after equipment purchase and appointment of Enforcement 
Officer) for recommendation by Finance and HR Committee.  Action: DTC to bring forward to 
Projects Committee. 

 
Council thanked the TC and DTC for their work on this important piece of forward planning. 

 
21/043 2021/22 GRANT APPLICATIONS:  

Council NOTED the report, considered the applications and made the following decisions: 



 

 

 

5 of 8 

 

 

21/044 Galley Hill Residents’ Association (£250): Following a vote (Cllr Adams did not participate due to 
declaring an interest), Council RESOLVED to award £250 towards Easter Egg gifts for the children 
and related activities.  Power: Localism Act 2011 s1.  Action: TC to do award letter and organise 
transfer grant at the beginning of the new Financial Year (after 1st April 2021) 

21/045 Riverside Parks Group (£450): Following a vote, Council RESOLVED to award £450 to support the 
annual Riverside Fair, which will take place on Saturday 25th September 2021.  Power: Localism 
Act 2011 s1.  Action: TC to do award letter and organise transfer grant at the beginning of the 
new Financial Year (after 1st April 2021) 

 
21/046 NALC ‘MAKE A CHANGE’ ELECTION CAMPAIGN:  

Council RESOLVED to join the campaign and issue a Press Release based on the NALC model 
adapting to include that the Clerk and retiring Chair would be available to answer any questions.    
The Chair kindly agreed to write short paragraph on ‘what it is like to be a Councillor’.  Action: TC 
and Chair. 
 

21/047 MEMBERS ITEMS (TW/RG) Motion to ask the Council to amend Financial Regulations to add an 
additional criterion for awarding contracts reflecting the benefit to the local economy.  

 Council NOTED additional information from Cllr Welch that Northumberland County Council 
ascertained that £1 spent with a local supplier worth £1.76 to the local economy. 

 Following discussion, Cllrs Welch and Gifford AGREED to amend the motion.  Council RESOLVED 
the following: 

1. to AGREE that the definition of ‘local’ should be within a 3-mile radius (as per the regulations 
for becoming a Councillor) 

2. that ‘local’ should be one of the factors in the awarding of a new contract. 
3. that F&HR committee look at this idea and come up with a form of words which would facilitate 

value for money as well as supporting the economy in the awarding of new contracts.  Action: 
Cllrs Adams, Gifford and Welch to draft wording for consideration at the April Finance & HR 
Committee along the lines of ‘where possible preference will be given to local suppliers’  

 
21/048 GRANT FUNDING SCHEME 2021/22: 

Council REVIEWED the scheme and RESOLVED to adopt with the following changes to the form 
and policy: 

INSERT:  
1. New box stating the budget amount in the relevant year. 
2. New paragraph on process and to manage expectations: INSERT: ‘NOTE: There is a limited budget for grants and in 

the unlikely event that a grant application is for £5,000 or above, this will need to be considered at a Full Council meeting 
in accordance with Financial Regulation 4’. 

3. Amend the policy to accept electronic signatures ‘whether normal or electronic’.   

 
Council NOTED that future development work would include creating a new look form using Microsoft 
Forms which can be completed on the website to enable greater accessibility. 

Action: TC to organise amendments an publicise revised documents.  TC and Info Officer to liaise 
regarding development of the form for greater accessibility. 

 
21/049 MEMBERS’ ALLOWANCES 2021/22: 

Council NOTED the report, reviewed the scheme and RESOLVED:   
1. To ADOPT the new Stony Stratford Members Allowances Scheme 2021/22 
2. That there would be no change to the allowances and following payments would apply for 

2021/22 (i) Parish Basic Allowance of £1062 for the chairman and £531 for members of the 
Council (ii) Travel and Subsistence Allowances at the same rates and conditions applicable to 
Office and HMRC rates where applicable.  Members NOTED that all reasonable claims for 
subsistence expenses whilst carrying out approved duties be supported by valid receipts.  
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3. To NOTE that as per the NALC LTN 33 Point 28: ‘Dependents’ Carer’s Allowance 28. Parish and 
town councillors are not entitled to claim this allowance under the regulations and yet it is 
available under the new regulations, for example, to those district councillors with Dependent 
children.  

4. To NOTE that there is a Scheme of Volunteer Allowances in place. 
   Action: TC to publicise the scheme 

 
21/050 SCHEME OF DELEGATION (New):   

Council RESOLVED to approve a new appendix to Standing Orders, Scheme of Delegation (adapted 
from the SLCC Model template) setting out current procedures in a single document and review 
after 1 year of operation.  Action: TC to finalise and publicise in liaison with the Chair and Chair 
of Finance.   

 
21/051 COUNCIL AIMS AND OBJECTIVES:  

Council NOTED the update, RESOLVED to approve the changes (which updated the document with 
the work completed to date and brought the document in line with the Local Council Award 
Scheme).  Council NOTED that the incoming Council would be reviewing the document in May 
2021 following the elections.  Action: TC to finalise and publicise in liaison with the Chair and 
Chair of Finance.  

 
21/052 LOCAL COUNCIL AWARD SCHEME (LCAS) QUALITY STATUS 

Council reviewed the evidence and RESOLVED that the eligibility criteria for obtaining the Local 
Council Award Scheme, Quality Status had been met and that the criteria should be publicised on 
the SSTC website.  Council expressed its thanks to the TC, Lynne Compton and Information Officer, 
Mel Hyde for all their hard work on this additional piece of work which consolidated what the 
Council already did. 

 
21/053 COVID-19 GOVERNMENT GRANT (£7,500) via MKC 

Council received an update on the monies and NOTED that the Town Council were acting as a 
conduit for this expenditure of grant money from MKC.  Council AGREED that the grant should be 
(i) weighted towards smaller businesses (which was covered in the draft letter) and (ii) for 
Businesses that had previously been open.  Council RESOLVED to suspend regulation FR4 and 
delegate expenditure to the Town Clerk in collaboration with the SSTC Chair and Chair of Finance 
& HR Committee.  Action: Town Clerk with Chair and Chair of Finance   
 

21/054 5-7 CHURCH STREET REFURBISHMENT PROJECT 
Council welcomed the report outlining the timeline and finances of 5-7 Church Street project 
between 2013 to date.  Council AGREED  
1. that any final decision on the award of the contract for refurbishment should be made by the 

new Council at a special meeting on Tuesday 25th May 2021  
2. the Project financial briefing note to be amended to reference the £20K contingency and make 

it clear that ongoing usual maintenance costs were not included in these costs. 
3. a Project financial briefing note would be circulated to all new and remaining councillors as 

soon as possible.  
4.  The Project financial briefing note to go on the SSTC website. 
 
Action: TC to organise notification of special meeting.  Chair to amend Project briefing note. 
 
Council thanked the Chair for his work putting the document together.  
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21/055 FINANCE: Report and Accounts for payment 
 Council NOTED the report and RESOLVED to authorise the payments as listed: 
 

Date Payee Name Reference £ Total Amnt £ VAT A/C Centre £Amount 
Transaction 
Details 

26/03/2021 
Staff Salaries 
0321 

FP010321 £5,152.09 
 

4000 104 £5,152.09 
Staff Salaries 
0321 

26/03/2021 
Bucks 
County 
Council LGPS 

FP020321 £1,747.88 

 

4000 104 £359.83 
PENS Conts 
EE 0321 

     
4001 104 £1,388.05 

PENS Conts 
ER 0321 

26/03/2021 Serco FP030321 £5,482.97 £913.83 4253 103 £4,569.14 
Landscape 
Contract FIN
AL 0321 

26/03/2021 SPS Hire Ltd FP040321 £60.00 £10.00 4422 110 £25.00 
Toilet clean 
BCA 0321 

     
4420 110 £25.00 

Toilet clean 
WRA 0321 

26/03/2021 
Healthmatic 
Ltd 

FP050321 £1,840.00 £306.67 4200 101 £1,533.33 
Toilets Clean 
& Maint 
0221 

26/03/2021 Gleamclean FP060321 £19.20 £3.20 4350 112 £16.00 
Glass Clean 
Ext 0221 

26/03/2021 
Milton 
Keynes 
Council 

FP070321 £576.00 £96.00 4253 103 £480.00 
Landscape P
rocurement 

26/03/2021 
Wolverton 
Community 
Energy Ltd 

FP080321 £97.51 £16.25 4350 112 £81.26 
Solar Power 
0221 

26/03/2021 
Your Local 
Flyer 

FP090321 £404.16 £67.36 4150 107 £336.80 
Town Crier 
delivery 032
1 

26/03/2021 
DCK Account 
Sol Ltd 

FP100321 £39.54 £6.59 4002 104 £32.95 
PAYE Admin 
0321 

26/03/2021 
HM Customs 
and Revenue 

FP110321 £4,361.87 
 

4000 104 £2,944.49 PAYE EE Q4 

     4001 104 £1,417.38 PAYE ER Q4 

26/03/2021 Ellis Whittam FP120321 £1,440.00 £240.00 4350 112 £1,200.00 
H & S 
Contract Yr 
4 21/22 

 

Total 
Payments:  £21,221.22 £1,659.90   £19,561.32  
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21/056 FINANCE: List of payments made between in between meetings: 
 Council RESOLVED to approve the list of payments: 
 

Date Payee Name Reference £ Total 
Amnt 

£ VAT A/C Centre £Amount Transaction 
Details 

01/02/2021 Milton Keynes 
Council 

DD010221 £48.00   4200 101 £48.00 NDR Silver 
St Toilets 
0221 

08/02/2021 BT Payment Services 
Ltd 

DD020321 £105.90 £17.65 4020 104 £88.25 Office 
Phones & 
BB 0221 

26/02/2021 SLCC FP180221 £401.00 
 

4100 107 401 Principal 
Membership 
fees TC  

Total Payments £554.90 
   

£537.25 
 

 
 
 
21/057 Council RESOLVED to exclude press and public in accordance with Public Bodies (Admissions to 

Meetings) Act 1960 sect 1.2 to discuss matters of commercial and personal confidentiality 
(Papers for Members only), AGENDA ITEM 20(Min 21/056):  

 
20:29 The Public Meeting Closed.  TC exited the meeting and thanked the outgoing Chair 
 
21/056 HUMAN RESOURCES ITEMS (Members Only): 

Council CONSIDERED the report from the HR Sub-Committee (Panel) and RESOLVED to approve 
the following recommendations: 
 

1. To grant the Town Clerk one day of time in lieu (TOIL) to be taken on 1st April 2021; 
2. To accept the leave arrangements for the Clerk for the year 2021/22 and for these to be circulated 

to Members; and 
3. To note the appraisal objectives for the Clerk for the year 2021/22. 

  

The Council also noted the recommendations regarding the training and staffing needs of the 
Council and its staff and AGREED that: 
 

1. A report on the training needs of all staff, including the Clerk undertaking the Level 5 Council 
Governance course with the payments spread across three financial years, and the financial 
implications of these should be submitted to the HR Panel early in the next Council year; and 

2. A review of the staffing needs of the Council should be undertaken by the HR Panel at the earliest 
possible opportunity. 

 
Meeting Closed 20:35 

 
Date of next meeting: Annual Meeting of the Town Council followed by an Ordinary meeting on Tuesday 18th 
May 2021, 7 pm, venue To Be Advised (dependent on Government restrictions in place.  A remote meeting 
will only be held if the Government authorises the extension of the Coronavirus Regulations 2020) 

 
 


